
THE PARABLE OF UNPROFITABLE SERVANTS 

Reference: Luke 17:7-10 

Pastor Larry Webb 

 

This parable is most often called the parable of the “unprofitable 
servants.” That description “unprofitable” doesn’t means useless 
servants but means servants that don’t deserve ____________ 
_________________.  

 
The term that is translated as servant in this parable, is the Greek word 

“doulos;” meaning “___ __________.” 

Numerous biblical authors identified themselves as ‘doulos”  

Reference: James 1:1; Revelation 1:1; Romans 1:1, etc. (see screen)  

 

 the servant represents the ________________.  

 the slave owner/master represents __________ ___________. 

 

The BIG IDEA of this parable is that a servant shouldn’t expect 

something special for doing what was he was responsible to do. In a 

similar sense, as Christian servants (Doulos), we are not to think that our 

obedience to Jesus is in any sense meritorious or deserving of 

recognition. 

 

Webster defines duty as “that which a person is bound by any 

___________ or __________ obligation to pay or to do. 

 

Ezekiel was an example of an Old Testament prophet who was 

committed to doing his duty. 

Reference: Ezekiel 3:16-19 (see screen)  

Reference: Ezekiel 24:15-18 (see screen)  

 

Conclusion: Sometimes we have to substitute ________________ for 

________________ as our ________________, and do what we’re 

supposed to do because it is our __________! 
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